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Mass Communication Theories – Agenda Setting Theory
"Supreme Court Embarks On Most Dramatic Reckoning For Abortion Rights In Decades' is an article by The Washington Post about a current and trending issue, which I chose to analyze. This article addresses the issue regarding the long-discussed policy on the right to abort. A group of Supreme Court judges went ahead and affirmed this right even though many anti-abortion activists did ups and downs to stop this right from being affirmed. It is an article that is more inciting as it shows how heavy this action the judges took is. They term the step as a "bitter disappointment for anti-abortion activists who feel this is their chance." (The Washington Post, 2021). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In this current event post, I applied the Agenda Setting Theory to analyze it. The Agenda Setting theory is a theory that expresses the ability of the media in influencing the weight put on certain topics of the public agenda. In this case, I termed this post as an influencing post to the viewers and readers as the author tries to develop a hierarchy of news occurrences. This post may be termed as more political than informing a general or specific agenda. It bears more of a political motive as it tries to express a group of judges from a certain party, Republican-nominated justices. The post is attacking one side, although it is informing on the other hand and thus inciting or influencing the other side of the political party, which is obvious to the Democrats. 
The Agenda Setting theory tries to be more biased by media on specific areas such as culture, economy, and politics. This shows that one can use this theory to identify if a post is biased and inciting other than neutral and just informing. This post, therefore, is clear that it is biased and inciting the reader through its commends and how the content is presented. The reason to say this is because the article tries to express how the action by the nominated justices will be of impact and influence on the people and the democracy in the constitutional amendment. It indicates that the justices' step is a serious concern and a "grave danger" to constitutional rights. 
The Agenda Setting Theory in this post clearly shows its three steps: the awareness model, priorities model, and the salience model. These models help us in analyzing the effect of the theory. The post first creates awareness to the reader by giving a topic and an introductory paragraph that explains the context of the post, thus making the reader understand the agenda. After the agenda is put home, the author slowly starts to express its main agenda of influencing the reader with the post's information. On the salience part, the post tries to analyze the perception and views of the public. They present some of the reactions from the public and try to expound or respond to them as a way of triggering the perception and emotions of the reader. It also tries to show how other states and regions have gone ahead to ban abortion in their states. It can, therefore, make the reader start asking themselves various questions like why this right should be enacted on the American people today after so many years of rejection. However, this theory clarifies that the media and press can not reflect reality, but they add more taste and shape to it (Blasco-Duatis et al., 2019). It also indicates that the media focuses on a few items that will catch the public's attention and perception and weigh them as more important than the other occurrences. 
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